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Project will showcase contributions of women 
religious in health care in western Pennsylvania 
By YSGR. TlMOTHY P. STEIN 

The contrlhutlons made by 
women reUgloua to  health carc 
In wtstern Pc~lnsylvanla will be 
honored and c o m e m o m t c d  by 
a permanent exZlibtt B t b g  
developed by a Slippery Rock 
Univrrsity prolessor 

John Bavaro, a rcglskcred 
nurse with a doctorale degree, Is 
rmrdlnnllng the Slst~rs' Health- 
care Hl~tory  Project, slated to be 
shown Tor the first Ume in faH 
2005. The project. which has 
bcen endorsed by Lhc M-Dlocc- 
mn Slsters LeadcrshIp Confcr- 
ence (rcpresentbg women reU- 
gious Ln thc rnoct.sCs of Altoona- 
Johnstown. Crrensburg and 
Pittsburgh). is being devdoped 
in collahoratlon m t h  Ihc 
Women's Studlcs Department of 
SLippery Rack Unlvcrsltv. 

'The cost, In terms of 
personal sacrlflce 

on the part of 
these women, was 
staggering. Thk is 
a story that n&s 

to be told. 
AH Pennsylvanians are 

in the debt of these 
women of falth.' 

-Dr. John Bavam 

me permanent. hlstwlcal 
exhibit will provide msight into 
the m i o n  of women religious 
in health care. while increasing 
the puhltc's awarcncp*r of the 
mntnhuUons made by women 

rellglous to hralth care Ln west- 
ern rtmaylvanl;z, spedncallv In 
the  Dlnctses of Altoonn-John. 
stown, Eric. Greenshurfi R I I ~  

Mttsbrrrgh. 
Communltlfs of womcn rcll- 

 lou us pnrtlclpatrnp includr: the 
Sls ters  nl  St. Joseptr lRodrn 
and Erlel, lhe Slatcrs of St. 
R m c l s  IMiIlvalc), the S l s t ~ n  of 
Mercy (regional comrnunltles of 
Pittsburglr. D n I l n ~  nnd E f i ~ ) ,  
thc Vincentlan Sisters of Charl- 
ly, the  Slsterf of Dfvlnr: P W -  
dence, t h r n  Slsters of Chnrlty nf 
Stton HI11. the F c l l c ~ n  Sl.tcnr 
of Ptnnsyhanfa, thc Sletcrs of  
the HoIv h m ~ l y  o f ~ a m r c t h .  fie 
SIsters of St. Rencdlrt (St. 
Marys), the Carrnrllfr Sl%tcm 
for the P.gc? and Illfirm and thc 
LlttPe Slnters of the Poor. 
T h e  slalcrs hnve glven so 

much to a11 of u s  over the 
yeat%." sald Aavaro of his motl- 
vnUon lor beglnnlng the prqlcct. 

"Now Is rhe Zlmc to tell tlle 
stoly of their health mln- 
I s try .  before thelr slEnl0canl 
contributions arc foworlcn.- 

Bavaro contlnucd. "From thc 
foundlng of Mercy Hospltd In 
Plttshurgh In 1847. rhr first 
ho?.pltal to he rounrlcd hy 
women tellg10us in  western 
Penn.svlvanla. untll thc present 
day. sisters haw bcFn ar the 
forcfrorlt of  provldlng quality 
health care to cftlzcns of the 
commonwealth. TIP COSL. In 
terms ai personal sactlncc an 
the pwl 01 the.% women. was 
staggering. Thls Is a story that 
nccds to be told. N l  Pennsvltn- 
ntans are in tht debt to these 
women af falth." 

Thr Sisters' Healthcare HEsto- 
ry Prqect MI1 showmsr the 

.,A. , - ,2.,2 .- *, 
Mercy Slafar M. C s M a  Vanroy. left, auperrlses the nursery at Pttlsburgh's Mercy Hospllal m 1947. 

work of womcn reltglorts In 
health wc in western PtnnsyP- 
vanla from the 1840s untld Ulc 
prrwnt ,  bow In 1t.s Imt1a.l stages 
of dcpclopmcnt. thr cxhihrt wU1 
bc o ~ l c d  and o p r n l ~ t l  hy S11p- 
pcry Rock aod will hr a travr.1- 
ing exhihil, shown throughout 
ltlc westcrn part of thr  rtate. 
After Ulc initial project focir-ing 
on wctltcrn Pcnnsylvanla 16 In 
place. Bavaro hopes to q n n t l  
to include other rrllglous rom- 
munltles fmm across t11c UnIIcd 
Slates. 

The exhlblt wlll lnclude health 
EQrC mcmotabilln, tlxchlvnl 
mst t r la ls  from hospitals and 
rcUglous eommtuWcs, the orlg. 

inal hablbs worn by the nursing 
slsters. and story boards tellinq 
thc talc nrtach commilnlty and 
t h a r  unique contribution to 
health care Ln westcrn Pennsyl- 
vanla. 

Fundlng for the project Is 
k i n a  conrdinnted throttgh the 
SRtT Foundation or the unlvcr- 
sily. Roth intllvldual and corpo- 
rate tax-exeinpt contributtons 
arc  now heinq sought for the 
rxhlhlt. Checks rhould he 
adtlrcnncd and madr payable to 
SRIJ Fn!rndnlton, Advnnwmonf 
Ofnrr/Sllppt.ry Rock llnlvcrsl- 
ty. 100 Oltl Mdn. One Morrow 
Way. Slippew Rock PA 160.17- 
1326. 'Sl~c wards 'Sister*' 

Healthcare History Project' 
should Ix w d t t ~ n  in t h ~  memo 
portion of the check. 

Any proceeds from the show- 
ing of  the exhibit wttl be donat- 
ed to the rrtVernent funds of the 
commi~nlties or sisters parttc2- 
paling. 

For JurXher lnformntion on the 
Sls tvs '  Healthcore HLstory Pro- 
Jrct contnct Bavaro nt 724-735- 
2265, or by e-mnil at 

John. bavaro@sru.ed~i, 

Magr. Sleln Is edltor of The 
Cathollc Reglaler, newspaper of 
the Dlocese of Altaona-John- 
slown, 


