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DIOCESAN NEWS

By MSGR. TIMOTHY P. STEIN

The contributions made by
women reilglous to health care
In western Pennsylvanja will be
henored and commemorated by
a permanent exhibit being
developed by a Slippery Reck
University professor.

John  Pavare, a registered
nurse with a doctorate degree, 1s
coordinaling the Sisters’ Health-
care History Project, slated (o be
showm for the first time in fall
2003, The project. which has
been endorsed by the Tri-Dioce-
san Sisters Leadership Confer-
ence (repressnting women rell-
glous in the Dicceses of Altoona-
Johnstown, Greensburg and
Pittsburgh). s being developed
in collaboratiocn with the
Women's Studies Department of
Slippery Rock University.

“The cost, in terms of
personal sacrifice
on the part of
these women, was
staggering. This is
a story that needs
to be told.

All Pennsylvanians are
in the debt of these

women of faith.’
— Dr. John Bavaro

The pesmanent, historical
exhibit will provide insight into
the mission of women religious
in health care.-while increasing
the public’s awarencss of the
eontributions made by women
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Project will showcase contributions of women
religious in health care in western Pennsylvania

religlous to health care in west-
ern Pemsylvania, specifically in
the Dinceses of Altoona-John-
stown, Erin, Greensburg and
Flitghurgh.

Communities of women rell-
glous particlpating include: the
Sisters of St. Joseph [(Raden
and Erfe], the Siaters of St
Francls [Millvale), the Sisters of
Mercy iregional communities of
FPittaburgh. Dallas and Erie),
the Vincentan Sisters of Charl-
ly, the Sisters of Divine Provi-
dence, the Sisters of Charity of
Seton HiL, the Fellelan Sisters
of Pennsylania, the Steters of
the Holy Family ef Nazareth, the
Siaters of St. Benedlet (St.
Marys), the Carmellte Sisters
for the Aged and Infirm and the
Little Sisters of the Poor,

"The siastera have given so
much ko all of us owver. the
yvears,” sald Bavaro of his mot!-
vation for beglnmog the prodect.

“Now is the time to tell the
story of their health care min-
{ziry, before thelr significant
contributiens are forgolten.”

Bavaro contlnued, "From the
founding of Mercy Hospital In
Pittsburgh In 1847, the first
hospital to be founded hy
women relgious in western
Pennsylvania. until the present
day, sislers have been at the
forefront of providing quality
health care to cftizens of the
commonwealth. The cost, In
terms of personal sacriflce on
the part ol these women, was
staggering. This s a story that
needs to be told. All Pennsylva-
nians are in the debt to these
wormen of faith.”

The Sisters’ Healthcare Histo-
ry Preject will showease the
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Marcy Slatar M. Cattotta Vanvoy, lefl, supervizes the nursery at Pittsburgh’s Mercy HospHal in 1847,

work of women religions In
health care in westérn Pennsyl-
varda from the 18408 untll the
present, Now In [ts (nitlal stages
of development, the exhibit will
be owmied and operated by Slip-
pery Rock and will be a travel-
ing exhibil, shown throughout
the western part of the state.
After the initial project foctrsing
on weatern Pennsylvawia Is In
place, Bavaro hopes 1o expanc
to include other religlous com-
rmunities from across the United
States.,

The exhibit will tnelude health
care metmorabilia, archival
materlals from hospitalg and
religious eommurities, the orig-

inal habits worn by the nursing
slsters, and story boards Lelling
the tale of each community and
their unique confribution to
health care In western Pennsyl-
vanjia.

Funding for the profect s
heing coordinated through the
SRUI Foundation of the univer-
sily. Poth individual and corpo-
rate tax-exempt contributtons
are now heing sought for the
exhibit, Checks should be
addressed and made payable to
SRU Foundalion., Advancement
Offire/Slppery Rock Universi-
ty, 100 Gld Main, One'Morrow
Way, Slippery Rock PA 165047
1326, ‘The words. “Sisters’

Healthcare History Project”
should be written in the memo
portion of the check.

Any proceeds from the show-
ing of the exhibit will be donat-
ed to the retirement funds of the
communities of sisters partici-
paling.

For further information on the
Sisters’ Healthcare History Pro-
Ject contact Bavaro at 724-738-
2265, or by emaill at
John.bavaro@sru.edit,

Magr. Steln |z editor ot The
Cathollc Reglster, hewspaper of
the Dlacese o! Altoona-John-
slown.



